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"When I returned to my isolated hermitage in Haid-
war," Keshabananda went on, "I carried with me a por-
tion of the master's sacred ashes. I knew he had escaped
the spatiotemporal cage; the bird of omnipresence was
freed. Yet it comforted my heart to enshrine his ashes.'*
Another disciple who was blessed by the sight of his
resurrected guru was the saintly Panchanon Bhattacharya.*
I visited him in his home in Calcutta and listened with
delight to the story of his many years with the master.
In conclusion, he told me of the most marvellous event
in his life.
"Here in Calcutta," Panchanon said, "at ten o'clock of
the morning that followed his cremation, Lahiri Maha-
saya appeared before me in living glory".
Swami Pranabananda, the "saint with two bodies/' also
confided to me the details of his own supernal experi-
ence. During his visit to my Ranchi school, Pranabananda
told me:
"A few days before Lahiri Mahasaya left his body, I
received from him a letter that requested me to come at
once to Banaras, I was unavoidably delayed, however,
and could not leave at once. Just as I was preparing to
leave for Banaras, about ten o'clock in the morning, I was
suddenly overwhelmed with joy to see in my room the
shining figure of my guru.
" 'Why hurry to Banaras?* Lahiri Mahasaya said,
smiling. 'You shall find me there no longer.'
"As the import of his words dawned on me, I cried
put brokenheartedly, believing that I was seeing him only
in a vision.
"The master approached me comfortingly. 'Here, touch >
my flesh,' he said.   *I am living as always.   Do not
lament; am I not with you forever?'"
From the lips of these three great disciples, a story of
wondrous truth has emerged: At the morning hour of
ten, one day after the body of Lahiri Mahasaya had
been consigned to the flames, the resurrected master, in
*                        Panchanon erected a Shiva temple in a seven-
teen-acre garden in Deoghar, Bihar, in which is enshrined an
oil painting of Lahiri Mahasaya. (Publisher's Note)